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MEDIA RELEASE NO. 21                      DATE: 06 AUGUST 2026        
 
Issued by the AIC 18. 19 Task Team under the collective auspices of the Commercial Aviation Association 
of South Africa (CAASA), the Aeroclub of South Africa, the Aviation Watch Action Committee, the 
Aviation Action Group and Concerned Aircraft Owners, Pilots, Engineers and Operators. 
 

UPDATE ON STATUS OF PROMUGATION OF THE 36TH 

AMMENDMENT OF THE CIVIL AVIATION REGULATION 

CONTAINING PARTS 91 & 43 TO ENABLE APPENDIX 3 
 
The Commercial Aviation Association of Southern Africa (CAASA) met with the Department of Transport 
(DoT) yesterday to discuss matters raised in CAASA's letter to the Honourable Minister Barbara Creecy 
dated 19 June 2026.  
 
The meeting was hosted by the Acting Director-General of Transport, Mr Mathabatha Mokonyama, 
together with the Acting Deputy Director-General for Civil Aviation, Ms Elizabeth Mpye. 
 
During previous engagements, the Director of Civil Aviation advised CAASA that clarification had been 
sought from the State Law Advisers regarding an additional process that had been introduced during the 
promulgation of regulations.  
 
While the contents of that correspondence could not appropriately be shared, the DCA conveyed the 
general position arising from those engagements. CAASA fully supports the Director of Civil Aviation in 
her efforts to obtain legal clarity and fast track this promulgation due to the significance of the economic 
impact on industry, particularly given the extended delays in the promulgation process and their impact 
on aviation safety and industry operations.  
 
The meeting included conveyance of the heightened need for improved communication between the 
Department of Transport, especially the aviation section, and industry stakeholders. The operational and 
economic implications of prolonged delays were also conveyed, and agreement was reached to improve 
communication and stakeholder engagement going forward. This is good for the industry and industry 
will remain vigilant and maintain a robust stance on such issues where the DOT and the Regulator may 
not enable the industry as effectively as they should. 
 
The Acting Director-General advised that further enquiries would be undertaken to determine the 
causes of the delays and indicated that, where appropriate, a formal acknowledgement would be 
provided via a response letter and if necessary, an apology may be forthcoming. 
 
The Department reaffirmed its commitment to enabling a sustainable and compliant aviation sector 
within the framework of South African legislation and the Civil Aviation Regulations. 
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A significant outcome of the meeting was the Department's commitment to expedite the outstanding 
regulatory amendments. This includes the 33rd Amendment, submitted to the Department on 20 
February 2026 in accordance with CARCom records, and the 36th Amendment, submitted on 10 June 
2026.  
 
The Department indicated that both amendments will be prioritised for promulgation using the 
established process followed for previous amendments, without requiring the extended State Law 
Adviser review process. 
 
THE DEPARTMENT ADVISED THAT THIS PROCESS IS EXPECTED TO BE CONCLUDED WITHIN THE NEXT 
TWO WEEKS. 
 
We await formal written confirmation of the commitments made during the meeting. The Acting 
Director-General advised that the Department intends to complete the remaining promulgation process 
and submit the amendments to the Honourable Minister for signature within this timeframe. 
 
The meeting was formally recorded by the DOT, and CAASA awaits the official transcript and minutes. 
In the interim, industry participants are encouraged to continue preparing for implementation of the 
amendments in consultation with their Approved Maintenance Organisations (AMOs), in accordance 
with previous guidance. 
 
We remain optimistic that the Department of Transport, the South African Civil Aviation Authority and 
the relevant regulatory structures will be prepared to implement the amendments once promulgated, 
consistent with the assurances provided through the CARCom process. 
 
Industry appreciates the constructive engagement that has taken place over recent months and remains 
committed to working collaboratively with government and industry stakeholders to advance practical, 
safe and internationally aligned regulatory solutions. This includes continuing discussions on expanding 
operational flexibility for Part 91 aircraft, including owner training, in line with recognised international 
best practice. 
 
We as the consortium on the letterhead, look forward to the return of affected Part 91 aircraft to 
normal operations once the amendments have been promulgated. Pilots and operators are encouraged 
to ensure that appropriate proficiency and currency training is completed before resuming flying 
activities following the extended period during which many aircraft have remained grounded. 
 
While CAASA spearheaded this engagement which was part of other CAASA specific matters, it remains 
a combined effort and continued thanks to the leaders of these organisations in this consortium and we 
reaffirm unity in industry wth all effective organisations which remains critical going forward. 
 
This most probably will be the penultimate media statement in an effort to manage communication 
expectations. 
    
For further information or media enquiries or interviews, please contact: 
 

• Kevin Storie, CEO of CAASA, kev@caasa.co.za 

• Walter Doubell, Chairman AeCSA, walter@aeroclub.org.za 

• Morne Kleinhans AWAC, morne@awac.org.za  
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